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Abstract.— Prunaspila bezdeki sp. nov. is described from Mozambique, compared with
its relatives and a photo of habitus is provided. New locality records of the genus
Prunaspila Koch, 1950 and distributional map of all known species are presented.
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INTRODUCTION
After the description of a new species of the genus
Prunaspila Koch, 1950 from Zimbabwe (Purchart
2009), further new species was discovered in assorted
material of Tenebrionidae during the author’s visit in
the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris
(France) under the SYNTHESYS project aimed at systematic study of the tribe Adelostomini. The taxonomic
separation of all known species, together with the key
and references with original descriptions were already
given by Purchart (2009), therefore it is not repeated in
this paper.
The genus Prunaspila contains six species including the new one described in this paper. Its members
occur in central part of Southern Africa (Botswana,
Kingdom of Lesotho and Republic of South Africa) and,
based on recent data, also in southeastern Africa (Zimbabwe, Mozambique). The distribution of the genus
Prunaspila was depicted by Brown (1958) on a map.
However, it only showed the range of the whole genus,
without separating the particular species, and it does
not reflect the present knowledge about the genus distribution.
Since new records and new species became known
after Brown’s work, the distributional map of the genus
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should be updated and is therefore provided in this
paper.

MATERIAL

AND METHODS

Measurements. Body length is the distance from the
anterior margin of clypeus to the elytral apex. Length
of pronotum is the distance between pronotal base and
anterior margin of pronotum measured along midline.
Width of pronotum is measured in the broadest part of
the latter. Length of the elytra is the distance between
the base and apex of elytra. Width of the elytra is the
combined maximum width of both elytra.
Abbreviations. The number of examined specimens
is in parentheses, e.g. (1 MNHN) means one specimen
in collection of the Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris.
Note. Label data are given verbatim with remarks
on the data given in brackets.
The material studied is deposited in the following
collections:
MNHN – Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris,
France (T. Deuve);
MNHUB – Museum für Naturkunde, Humboldt-Universität, Berlin, Germany (M. Uhlig).

